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A C T I O N    A   L  E R T 
 

 
November 5, 2007 

 
Action Alert – Special Session Opens 

 
 
The Special Session kicked off on October 29 with a presentation by the Governor of his revenue package 
which includes income tax restructuring and a series of new sales taxes. Briefings and hearings were held 
every day this past week on the revenue package and potential cuts. The Alliance for Tax Fairness held a 
press conference  on Tuesday to announce its Top Ten list of needs, which included the DDA Waiting 
List. The Arc participated strongly in the rally, with Waiting List Signs and people. Ken Capone, 
representing People on the Go of Maryland and the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Coalition, 
spoke at the press rally about the Waiting List.  
 
Yesterday a joint hearing was held on the revenue package by the Senate Budget & Taxation Committee 
and House Ways and Means Committee. Cristy Marchand presented the attached testimony for The Arc 
of Maryland and DD Coalition, bringing special attention to the unmet needs of Transitioning Youth in 
the current fiscal year and the county-by-county waiting list needs.  
 
Also yesterday, the House Appropriations Committee held a briefing that included a list of $700M 
potential cuts recommended by the Department of Legislative Services on the FY 09 budget, which 
includes the COLA for DDA Community Programs. The Committee will hold a hearing on the cuts on 
November 6 at 1:00 P.M. MACS is organizing a panel for the DDA COLA. In addition, the House Health 
and Government Operations Committee and the Senate Finance Committee held a joint hearing on the 
Governor’s Health Care Reform legislation.  
 
The week of November 5 - More hearings will be announced later: 
 
Monday – Nov. 5 – 1:30 PM Press Conference by Maryland NonProfits – Lawyer’s Mall 
Tuesday – Nov. 6 – 1:00 P.M. Appropriations Committee and subcommittees hearings on potential FY 09 
cuts.  
 
 



Developmental Disabilities Coalition 
  Supporting people with developmental disabilities in their communities throughout Maryland   

 
October 30, 2007  

 
Honorable Members of the Maryland General Assembly: 
  
The Governor’s “Cost of Delay” Budget includes $40M in cuts to community programs funded by the 
Developmental Disabilities Administration. These cuts would impact thousands of children and adults 
with developmental disabilities. In fact, not only should these programs and services not be cut, there is a 
tremendous unmet need that requires that they be expanded.  
 
Nobody likes taxes unless that money is being spent wisely; however polls show that the public is willing 
to pay for programs they deem worthy and essential. We ask as you consider new revenue sources and 
budgets, you will consider the following critical needs for persons with developmental disabilities.   
 

DDA Community Services Waiting List and Emergencies 
 
There are nearly 17,000 individuals on the DDA Waiting List for community services. 94% of people on 
the Waiting List need services now; and 51% are deemed by the state to be in crisis. Every county has 
someone on the Waiting List.  
 
Transitioning Youth 
Each year, about 600 students who receive special education exit from schools and require post-
secondary vocational, habilitation or employment services. $5 Million in General Funds is needed to 
provide day/employment services to all transitioning youth with developmental disabilities leaving 
school in FY 2009. Without this funding these students will sit at home losing skills gained over the 
course of their education and some parents may have to quit jobs to be at home. Families cannot afford to 
do this.  
 

Cost of Living Adjustment and Living Wages 
Between 2001 and 2007, while the overall Baltimore/Washington consumer price index increased steadily 
by 19.3%, community providers received a single inflationary increase of 2% to pay for basic operating 
costs such as transportation, rent, utilities and food. As a result, community providers find it increasingly 
more difficult to provide the full range of services needed by those they support. Marylanders with 
developmental disabilities deserve to have their services adequately funded, to ensure that they can live 
full lives in the community.  
 
Deinstitutionalization 
Closure of the troubled Rosewood Center is estimated to net $3M in annual savings after the first three 
years of closure that could be shifted to people in need on the waiting list.  The recent findings of abuse 
and neglect at the Rosewood Center highlight the need for Maryland to implement longstanding 
recommendations to move people out of institutions and to appropriate and quality community services.  

 
Thank you for considering these needs as you deliberate on the critical challenges and decisions ahead.  
 

People on the Go of Maryland*The Arc of Maryland 
Maryland Association of Community Services 
Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council 

Maryland Disability Law Center 


