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President

Steve Pyles, Prince George’s County, Parent

Born in Caswell County, North Carolina, to parents Clarence Pyles and the former Mary Jane Long, Steve attended grade school in North Carolina and finished high school at Mary M. Bethune in Halifax, VA.  His educational experience after high school includes a BS degree in Physics from Virginia Tech and a MBA from Savannah State University.   

Steve is actively involved in the following community activities:

· Current President of Resource Connections of Maryland

· Two times political appointee to the Parent Community Advisory Board that has oversight of the Prince George’s County Public School Board and CEO.

· Current President of The Arc Maryland.

· Past President of The Arc of Prince George's County.

· President of the Indian Head Highway Area Advisory Council, protecting the quality of life for those living in the Fort Washington area.
· Political appointee to the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council

· Member of numerous civic associations: North Tantallon Civic Association, the American Legion, the National Naval Officer Association, and The Veteran of Foreign Wars. 

· Member of various professional organizations:  World Financial Group, World Group Securities, National Association of Tax Preparers, National Association of Enrolled Agents

Current Adjunct Professor at Webster University teaching Graduate level Finance and Accounting. (Sept 2008 – Present)

Professionally, after retiring from the Navy where he served for 22 years and as Naval Flight Officer, Steve worked 13 years for Lockheed Martin as a Program Assessment and Integration Manager.  Currently, he is employed with MORI Associates of Bethesda. 

In his spare time, he enjoys volunteering in support of children and adults with physical and intellectual disabilities, working part-time as an enrolled agent with the IRS, holding securities licenses, and providing taxes and financial advising services. 

Married to the former Lufreda Williams, of Beaufort, SC., he is the father of two daughters; Stephanie Pyles (Home) and Dinah Pyles of Baltimore, MD, and two sons: Steven Pyles (Captain in the United States Army in Hinesville, GA).  

Vice-President

Carol Fried – Montgomery County 

Carol has been active with The Arc of Maryland’s Waiting List Campaign for the past three years. In 2006 she became a member of The Arc of Maryland’s Governmental Affairs Committee. In 2007 she represented The Arc at legislative hearings and Developmental Disabilities Day. In 2007 she joined the Arc of Maryland’s Board of Directors and became the Co-Chair of the Governmental Affairs Committee. She is a clinical social worker in private practice in psychotherapy. Her 22- year old son David has cognitive and developmental disabilities and is her inspiration for her advocacy work. 

Carol grew up in Montgomery County, Maryland, and moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan to attend college and earned a Master's Degree in Social Work. She returned to the

Metropolitan/ D.C. area to work in Loudoun County, Virginia, as a foster care social 

worker. She moved back to Montgomery County in 1984. For the past 22 years she has been in private practice as a psychotherapist. During this same period she and her husband have been raising their severely challenged son, David. Carol has been a perennial volunteer in the school system and community. Over the past four years Carol has brought David to Annapolis to testify in support of DDA Funding for Transitioning Youth and the Waiting List. She has also worked with the DD Coalition as a family spokesperson for the Waiting List Committee.

Carol believes that The Arc of Maryland's mission statement is a civil rights under-pinning for citizens with cognitive and developmental disabilities. For her, the statement implies a commitment to increasing social awareness and developing laws and community services to make full community integration a reality. “I am passionately committed to changing our world, so that my son David and all other citizens with cognitive and developmental disabilities can enjoy rich, free lives in their communities.”

Treasurer

Richard Dean, Howard County, Parent
Richard Dean was born in Silver Spring, MD and raised along with six siblings in Montgomery County.  After graduating from high school he served six years of active duty in the US Navy, most on nuclear submarines.  He received an honorable discharge, and graduated from University of Maryland with a degree in Information Systems Management.  In 1972, while attending college, he helped launch and is a principal of Environmental Systems Associates, a residential heating and air conditioning firm in Columbia, MD.  Thirty-seven years later he is with the same company.

Richard graduated from Leadership Howard County in 1999 and has served on several Board of Directors for non-profit organizations.  He served on The Benedictine Programs Board of Trustees, a special education residential school in Ridgely, MD.  He was on The Arc of Howard County Board of Directors for eight years, serving as Chair in 1999.  He has also been an active volunteer in his trade association, the Air Conditioning Contractors of America (ACCA).  He served as President of the local chapter in 1999 and the National Board from 2000 o 2009.  He was Chairman of the ACCA National Board of Directors in 2006.  He continues to be active on several committees associated with all of these non-profits.

He is married to Carol Dean and they have five children, two of whom have developmental disabilities.  One receives job supports and both receive residential supports from The Arc of Howard County while living together in an Alternative Living Unit (ALU).

Secretary

Beth Greenland, Baltimore County, Parent

Beth has a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics and a Master’s Degree in Applied Behavioral Science.  Currently she manages a consulting form that focuses on strategic planning, executive coaching, conflict mediation, staff training and development, meeting facilitation and organization development consultation to clients in the non-profit, public and private sectors.  Her volunteer work includes serving on the Board of Parents Place, Loch Raven Business Association and American Heart Association – Maryland Chapter.

Beth says the following about her family: “Our family has been so shaped by our son Andy’s disabilities – in many positive ways – but we also have experienced first-hand the barriers in the community that people with disabilities face – barriers to acceptance and participation in community activities, barriers in access to events, barriers to self worth as a result of rejection and feeling “less than”, others.  I so want to create a community where there is no “less than”, where people with disabilities are appreciated for who they are and what they offer, where they can live full and fulfilling lives in the community.”

Immediate Past President

Ed Worff, Anne Arundel County

Involved with The Arc for several years, Ed Worff has served three terms as President of The Arc of Maryland.  Previously, he served as The Arc of Maryland’s Treasurer from 2001 to 2003.  He is the immediate Past-President of The Arc of Anne Arundel County, where he served two terms. He has made presentations and advocated on issues related to developmental disabilities before various Maryland legislative committees and the President’s Committee on Mental Health and Retardation. 

A retired Federal employee, his prior experience includes serving as the Director of the U.S. Navy’s Plant Equipment Support Office, with responsibilities for acquisition and management of equipment used in Navy industrial facilities; service in various offices of his community association; and as a member of the Board of Directors of COMHAR,
a community-based organization providing services for individuals with disabilities in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

His educational experience after high school includes course work at Temple University, graduation with a certificate in Naval Shipyard Technology upon completion of a four-year apprenticeship as a marine electrician at Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, and completion of various technical and management courses offered by the Navy and local colleges as well as attendance at several convention and training sessions sponsored by The Arc of the U.S.

Married to his wife Pat for 39 years, he is the father of two daughters - Patty, his adult daughter who has a developmental disability and lives in her own apartment, and Michele Lowe, who lives in Gaithersburg with her husband and two children. 

His principal goals as President are to help to carry out The Arc’s Strategic Plan, extend the knowledge of best practices to all local chapters, and expand the visibility of the organization throughout the state.

2012 Nominating Committee 
Peter J. Della-Croce, CRPC®, Howard County

Peter is a Vice President and Senior Financial Advisor in the Columbia, Maryland office of Merrill Lynch.  He graduated from the University of Maryland’s Robert H. Smith School of Business with a degree in Finance and most recently has attained the Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor (CRPC®) designation as well as the Certified Financial Manager (CFM) designation.  For the last ten years, Peter has been providing investment consulting services to non-profit organizations and high-net-worth families across the country.  His areas of expertise include investment policy development, financial planning, stock option strategies for corporate executives as well as wealth transfer strategies for families.  His clients include endowments, foundations, associations, affluent families, corporate executives and trusts.

Peter is an active philanthropist through his service on the Board of Directors of The Arc of Howard County, The Myositis Association and The Columbia Triathlon Association.  In 2008 he cofounded “Team Embrace” a team of athletes who raise funds for The Arc of Howard County through participation in triathlons and other endurance events.  He is also actively involved with the Boy Scouts of America and serves on the Community Friends of Scouting Committee in Howard County.  In addition, Peter serves as the Community Volunteers Chair for Merrill Lynch and coordinates many of the local non-profit events for his office.  In his spare time his hobbies include golf, cycling, as well as competing in triathlons.  Peter resides in Columbia, MD.

John Follett, Washington County

I am married to Vicki with three children: Lee 30, Eric 23, and Danielle 20.  I have been involved with The Arc of Washington County since 1992 as a board member and as President of the Board for two terms.  I previously served on the board of The Arc of Maryland, as well as for the last three years.  I have been involved with Special Olympics for 22 years as a parent of our oldest son and as a coach or assistant for various sports.  I currently teach sixth grade science and social studies in Hagerstown.

Beatrice “Bea” Rodgers, Prince George’s County
Bea is currently, the Executive Director of Resource Connections of Prince George’s County, Inc, a private non-profit agency providing resource coordination or case management supports to individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families who reside in Prince George’s County.  Formerly, Bea served as the Director of the Governor’s Office for Individuals with Disabilities in the Glendening Administration with overall responsibility for ensuring compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, administration of federally funded programs and disability policy analysis for the State. Ms. Rodgers has close to 40 years experience directing programs and agencies in both the private and public sectors of human services as well as extensive experience in volunteer leadership on various human service boards of directors in Prince George’s County and the state of Maryland. 
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