Florida Closes Institution Doors

Florida’s Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) now has only two developmental disabilities centers left in the state. The agency officially closed the doors of Gulf Coast Center in Fort Myers June 30 in compliance with the settlement of the Brown vs. Bush lawsuit, a departmental announcement said. The Center’s phasing down plan began June 2005.

The final two residents were relocated June 2, concluding the return of 312 Gulf Coast Center residents to the community.

“I am very proud that the closure of the Gulf Coast Center was properly planned and executed without incident,” APD Director Jim DeBeaugrine said. “I congratulate Center Administrator Michael Mayfield and his dedicated staff for a job well done. Their professionalism and emphasis on excellent residential care to the very end is

commendable."

The 502-acre campus was turned over to Florida Gulf Coast University June 30 to use as new facilities. For more information on the agency, visit http://apdcares.org. 
