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PLEASE CIRCULATE/FORWARD WIDELY

USDOE getting ready to rollout a nationwide survey re school busing and "how it effects student learning."  If districts and state ed. depts. are the only sources of info. for this survey, USDOE will not be getting feedback about the horrendously long rides some kids are forced to take daily nor about the miserable conditions on some of these buses and vans.  

Please - Do whatever you can to ensure that parents of kids w/disabilities are included as survey recipients.  USDOE is unlikely to want to hear from parents at all, and especially not from parents of kids with disabilities on this issue.  It's important for USDOE to hear - loudly and clearly - that children with disabilities don't learn well after spending hours on un-airconditioned school buses and vans.  Contact your Congressional representative, for starters. - Dee Alpertt

http://www.stnonline.com/blogs/daily-routes/2633-walking-to-school-with-education-secretary-arne-duncanSCHOOL TRANSPORTATION NEWS...

Meanwhile, the Department of Education is apparently readying the rollout of a survey aimed at creating a better snapshot of school busing nationwide and how it affects student learning, according to sources in Washington, D.C. NHTSA is also preparing its own public awareness campaign touting the advantages of the school bus. Walking and biking definitely have their health benefits, but school buses are additional options to help students get to school safely, especially as the feds recognize school buses as the safest vehicle on the road.
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