[image: image1.png]ec

‘g

of Maryland



49 Old Solomons Island Road, Suite 205, 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Annapolis (410) 571-9320, Baltimore (410) 974-6139

Fax: (410) 974-6021 

www.thearcmd.org

The Arc Maryland 2008 Board of Directors

p. 3

The Arc of Maryland Leadership
President – Ed Worff

Involved with The Arc for several years, Ed Worff is currently serving in his third term as President of The Arc of Maryland.  Previously, he served as The Arc of Maryland’s Treasurer.  He is the immediate Past-President of The Arc of Anne Arundel County, where he served two terms.  He has made presentations and advocated on issues related to developmental disabilities before various Maryland legislative committees and the President’s Committee on Mental Health and Retardation. 

Ed retired in 2000 as the Director of the U.S. Navy’s Plant Equipment Support Office, with responsibilities for acquisition and management of equipment used in Navy industrial facilities.  He served as President, Vice-President, and Treasurer of his community association; and he was a member of the Board of Directors of COMHAR, a community-based organization providing services for persons with disabilities in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Ed is a graduate of Northeast Catholic High School, in Philadelphia, PA.  His educational experience after high school includes course work at Temple University; completion of a four-year apprenticeship as a marine electrician at Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, graduating with a certificate in Naval Shipyard Technology; and completion of various technical and management courses offered by the Navy and local colleges.  

Married to his wife Pat for 40 years, he is the father of two daughters - Patty, his adult daughter who has a developmental disability and lives in her own apartment, and Michele Lowe, who lives in Gaithersburg with her husband and two children.

Vice-President – Steve Pyles
Born in Caswell County, North Carolina, Steve attended grade school in North Carolina and high school at Mary M. Bethune in Halifax, VA.  His educational experience after high school includes a BS degree in Physics from Virginia Tech and MBA from Savannah State University.   

Steve is actively involved in the following community activities:

· Two times political appointee to the Parent Community Advisory Board that has oversight of the Prince George’s County Public School Board and CEO.

· Current Vice President of The Arc of Maryland.

· Past President of The Arc of Prince George's County.

· Board Member of the Indian Head Highway Area Advisory Council, protecting the quality of life for those living in the Fort Washington area.

· Political appointee to the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council

· Member of numerous civic associations: North Tantallon Civic Association, American Legion, National Naval Officer Association, The Veteran of Foreign Wars. 

· Member of various professional organizations:  World Financial Group, World Group Securities, National Association of Tax Preparers, National Association of Enrolled Agents

After retiring from the Navy where he served for 22 years and a Naval Flight Officer, Steve worked 13 years for Lockheed Martin as a Program Assessment and Integration Manager.  Currently, he is employed with MORI Associates of Bethesda. 

In his spare time, he is enjoys volunteering in support of children and adults with physical and cognitive disabilities, working part-time as an enrolled agent with the IRS, holding securities licenses, and providing tax and financial advising services. 

Treasurer – William Oliver, Baltimore County 

Bill Oliver is a partner with Clifton Gunderson LLP, where he serves as Partner-in-Charge of the Washington, D.C. office and Director of Federal Government Services. Bill also serves on the firm’s Partnership Board. He received his Bachelor’s degree from Virginia Tech and has over 28 years’ experience in public accounting. His professional interest and expertise includes auditing, financial accounting and reporting, quality control and peer review. Bill currently works almost exclusively with the firm’s public sector clients including federal government agencies, state and local governments and not-for-profit agencies. 

Bill is a licensed CPA in Maryland and DC, and is a certified fraud examiner and certified government financial manager. He has chaired the Maryland Association of CPA’s Peer Review Committee, Ethics Committee and currently serves as a member of the Ethics Committee. He is an active member of the American Institute of CPAs and serves on the FASAB Liaison Task Force. He also serves on the Association for Government Accountant’s Audit Committee and National Awards Committee. 

Bill is active in the community, serving on the United Way of Central Maryland Board of Directors since 1997. He is currently the Vice-Chair and serves on the Executive Committee. Bill has also serves on the Board of The Arc of Baltimore. He is a past-president and currently serves on the Executive Committee, Finance Committee and Development Committee. In addition, Bill is the Treasurer of Mays Chapel United Methodist Church. 

Secretary – Curtis Royster, Montgomery County, Parent

Curtis Royster, Jr. is married over 22 years and the father of 3 children: 2 sons and 1 daughter. My oldest has Cerebral Palsy who will be 19 this year.  My daughter is currently 16 and my youngest is 11. My family goal is for my family members to integrate, play together and be personal friends but have their independent lives as we grow together.  

Curtis served as PTA Treasurer for Longview Special School for over 10 years.  He was a strong advocate for convincing Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) to build a new non-center based school for students with disabilities. He worked within the Germantown community to allow the new school to be part of the Germantown environment.  He is a strong advocate for the transitioning youth initiative and education areas.    

My highlight accomplishment in disability advocacy was:  Enacted Maryland State Law and Montgomery County law on Extended School Year (ESY) by leading a class action court case on this matter for over 10 years.  Curtis is active with The Arc of Montgomery County, serving on the Board of Directors and its Education and Finance Committees. 

Curtis is Chief of Architecture, Requirements and Interoperability Assessments, providing Senior Technical Advisory to the Department of Defense Chief Architects.  Among his specialties are systems and software engineering, project management, technical architecture views, information technology, IT legislative policy and procedures, functional economic analysis and cost models, and technical assessment and cost estimate. 

Curtis holds a Masters degree in Systems Engineering, George Mason University; Master’s Cert., Computer IT Systems, George Mason University; and his B.S. Computer System Science, University of District of Columbia.

Directors At-Large
Mark Brown
Mark lives in Bel Air with his wife Barbara and two sons - Ethan 7 and Elliott 4.  He works in Towson as staff counsel for a major insurance company with activities centering around Civil Litigation.  Born in Memphis, Tennessee, Mark’s family moved to Roanoke, Virginia where he lived until age 12.  After relocating to the Baltimore area in 1980, Mark graduated from Dulaney High School in Baltimore County.  Mark obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Richmond in Virginia and returned to Baltimore where he graduated from the University of Maryland School of Law.

Not long after Elliott’s birth, Mark and Barbara became involved in the Chesapeake Down Syndrome Parents Group where Barbara will serve as President in 2005-06.  They joined The Arc Northern Chesapeake Region and became involved in the Harford County Infants and Toddler’s and Child Find programs and oversight committees (Barbara).  Mark is a graduate of Maryland’s Partners in Policy Making class of 2005.

Nancy Brugh

After living at Aberdeen Proving Ground on three occasions during her 28 years as an Army wife, Nancy and her family have put down permanent roots in Harford County. She has come full circle (or ‘cross state) since her birth during a blizzard in Garrett County a number of years ago.  Although she is a West Virginia native, Nancy and her husband Kone have chosen to make Harford County their home because of its friendly, small town atmosphere and the unique opportunities it offers Blair, their 24 year-old son with autism and developmental disabilities.  Blair has been a consumer at The Arc Northern Chesapeake Region for the last three years, and Nancy has been a Board of Directors member during that time serving as an Elected Director and as Secretary.  She also brings an educator’s perspective to The Arc as a Transition Resource Teacher for Harford County Public Schools where she facilitates the transition of young adults with disabilities from school to adult support agencies. Nancy brings a “big picture” perspective to the disabilities arena as a mother, a Board member of The Arc, and as a Special Educator. As well as advocating for people with disabilities, Nancy advocates for her peers: parents and family members of people with disabilities. She is a member of the Autism Society of America, and the Council for Exceptional Children: the Division on Career Development & Transition. 

Anna Burkett

As a child Anna was diagnosed as having a cognitive disorder and spent many years of her life in an institution known as Rosewood Center.  Although she has a disability Anna doesn’t feel she has any limitations.  She recently started a self advocacy group in her apartment building called Making A Difference Everywhere (MADE).  Her goal of the group is to bring to the attention of others the needs of people with disabilities.  Anna knows the value of working with a group of people to make a difference.

Anna is a May 2006 graduate of Maryland Partners in Policymaking. Anna is also involved with the Cross Disability Rights Coalition (CDRC), serving on their Board of Leadership.  She has testified at the legislature and attended meetings with top officials on issues that affect all people with disabilities. Her current advocacy is to make shopping centers and stores accessible to people with disabilities.

John Follett 

I am married to Vicki with three children: Lee 30, Eric 23, and Danielle 20.  I have been involved with The Arc of Washington County since 1992 as a board member and as President of the Board for two terms.  I have previously served on the board of The Arc of Maryland.  I have been involved with Special Olympics for 22 years as a parent of our oldest son and as a coach or assistant for various sports.  I currently teach sixth grade science and social studies in Hagerstown.

Carol Fried 

Carol has been active with The Arc of Maryland’s Waiting List Campaign for the past two years. This past year, she has served on The Arc of Maryland Governmental Affairs Committee and represented The Arc at the legislature and Developmental Disabilities Day at the Legislature. She is a clinical social worker in private practice n psychotherapy. Her 21-year old son David has cognitive and developmental disabilities and is her inspiration for her advocacy work. 

Carol grew up in Montgomery County, Maryland, and moved to Ann Arbor to attend college and earned a Master's Degree in Social Work. She returned to the

Metropolitan/ D.C. area to work in Loudoun County, Virginia as a foster care social 

worker. She moved back to Montgomery County in 1984. For the past 22 years she has been in private practice as a psychotherapist. During this same period she and her husband have been raising their severely challenged son, David. Carol has been a perennial volunteer in the school system and community. Over the past three years Carol has brought David to Annapolis to testify in support of DDA Funding for Transitioning Youth and the Waiting List. She has also worked with the DD Coalition as a family spokesperson for the Waiting List. Committee.

Carol believes that The Arc of Maryland's mission statement is a civil rights under-pinning for citizens with cognitive and developmental disabilities. For her, the

statement implies a commitment to increasing social awareness and developing

laws and community services to make full community integration a reality. “I am passionately committed to changing our world, so that my son David and all other citizens with cognitive and developmental disabilities, can enjoy rich free lives in their communities.”

Beth Greenland

Beth has a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics and a Master’s Degree in Applied Behavioral Science.  Currently she manages a consulting form that focuses on strategic planning, executive coaching, conflict mediation, staff training and development, meeting facilitation and organization development consultation to clients in the non-profit, public and private sectors.  Her volunteer work includes serving on the Board of Parents Place, Loch Raven Business Association and American Heart Association – Maryland Chapter.

Beth says the following about her family: “Our family has been so shaped by our son Andy’s disabilities – in many positive ways – but we also have experienced first-hand the barriers in the community that people with disabilities face – barriers to acceptance and participation in community activities, barriers in access to events, barriers to self worth as a result of rejection and feeling “less than” others.  I so want to create a community where there is no “less than”, where people with disabilities are appreciated for who they are and what they offer, where they can live full and fulfilling lives in the community.”

Michael Mack

I've been married for 21 years to Jan. We have two children, Joseph, 19 years old and Suzanne, 16 years old. Joseph has a developmental disability. I became involved with The Arc about 14 years ago in North Carolina. I have served on the Board of Directors for The Arc of Forsyth County, NC and the Board of Directors of The Arc of North Carolina as well the DD Council and Community Transition Team in Forsyth, Davie and Stokes County, NC. I am currently a board member of The Arc of the United States and The ArcLink. I also serve on the steering committee for The Arc and UCP’s Disability Policy Collaboration and have served since its inception. Prior to that, I served on the Governmental Affairs Committee for The Arc of the US. Additionally, I have served on the Strategic Planning Committee and Resource Development Committee for The Arc of the United States. We recently moved to Maryland in order to be close to our passion of visiting museums, especially art museums, monuments and culture in general. We enjoy traveling to DC, Baltimore, Philly and New York to indulge these passions. I work with Starbucks Coffee Company with the Rockville and Bethesda locations. I enjoy spending time with my family, traveling, reading, technology and watching movies.

Roger Marcotte

Roger Marcotte has a son Ray, who has Rubinstein-Taybi's syndrome, an off-setting of chromosome 16, which occurs in one out of every 15,000 persons.  Roger is a board member of The Arc of Montgomery County (since 1994). He was President of the Board from 1995-1997.  He was a representative of the local chapter on The Arc of Maryland board from 1997 to 2003. He served on the Montgomery County Mental Health Assoc. from 1995-2001. He has attended every National Convention of The Arc from 1998 to 2004. 

Roger was Duck-Pin Bowling Coach from 1989-2003 for Special Olympics. He previously was a staffer for Congresswoman Connie Morella, from 1987-2003. He remains active politically and is a strong advocate for disability issues.

Gene Mark

Gene Mark is currently serving as the immediate Past President of The Arc of Montgomery County. He was President from 2001-2004. He has served on the Finance, Membership, Investment and Executive Committees. During his tenure as President and Membership Chair, The Arc of Montgomery County grew from approximately 500 members to over 3,000. He holds a B.S. from Georgetown University School of Business and a J.D. from the Georgetown University Law Center. Mr. Mark would like to strengthen the financial base of The Arc of Maryland so that it can provide an even stronger voice not just in the political arena but just as important, in the local communities around the state. Mr. Mark is married and has two children and resides in Bethesda.

William Ohge (bio not available)
Linda Pinos

I am a mother of 4 boys:  twin sons (with Attention Deficit, ages 25), a 22year-old son with Down syndrome and a 24 year-old son (with true middle-child challenges) who is married and has a 16-month old son. 

Motherhood became a true challenge when I learned that my twin sons were not learning not because they were twins or boys (as I thought) but because they had Attention Deficit with Learning Disabilities.  I learned this when they were in the 4th grade.  My challenges began getting the school system to give them what they needed for success in school.  It was up to me to continue on this journey for the rest of their school years.  Now I am happy to say that they graduated with a diploma and are working and attending college.  They live in California.

My son with Down syndrome Christopher is also doing well.  He is attending a day service, is in Special Olympics and we are in the process of working with Kennedy Krieger in developing a plan for his adult life.

I work with the Anne Arundel County School District as a Spanish interpreter for the Infants and Toddlers Program, Child Find and the Department of Special Education.

My background includes self advocacy; educating parents (in particular Hispanic families) of the importance of seeing to it that their children receive an appropriate education; and my utmost belief is that self-esteem is the key to success in education and in life; that we are all responsible in seeing to it that our children live in an environment that ensures goal setting and that self-esteem be nourished.

It would be an honor for me to serve on the Board of Directors of The Arc of Maryland.  It is my passion to share my experiences with the community services that work with Latino families in an effort to assist them in making good choices for their children with disabilities.  As a Latino mother, I feel I have much to offer and would like to encourage those who deal with these families in helping the community of the disabled meet their needs.

Jackie Ring
Jackie Ring is the Senior Program Officer for the Horizon Foundation.  Prior to joining the staff of the Foundation she had a 30-year career with The Arc of Howard County, having served as Deputy Executive Director, Director of Residential Services and Director of Special Programs.  She brings a strong skill set that includes high level program management, fund raising and development expertise, in-depth knowledge of the non-profit community, and the field of developmental disabilities.  Her involvement with and commitment to people with cognitive and developmental disabilities became more than a professional interest and over time has become both a personal and family value whereby all people are accepted and included for the gifts and talents they have and bring to the community at large, thus enriching the community for all its members.  Jackie is a graduate of the University of Maryland College Park and holds a Masters Degree in Social Work from the University of Maryland Baltimore.  She is a resident of Ellicott City in Howard County where she lives with her husband Mike.  She has two daughters who reside in Colorado.

Michele Stutzer

I am a retired registered nurse in the state of Maryland. During my years in nursing, I was involved with quality and continuous quality improvement programs. I worked with many task forces on the development of CQI.  I have been married for 27 years and am blessed with two sons. I became involved with individuals with cognitive and developmental disabilities as a young adult working at Camp Adventure/Club Venture for The Arc of Baltimore for 14 years. I remain friends with many of the people I met at camp. After retiring from nursing, I found I had time to once again devote my talents to support individuals with disabilities so I contacted The Arc Northern Chesapeake Region. Since 2000, I have chaired many committees, been a board member, assisted with development of our Foundation and Board, been Vice President of the Board of Directors, and currently serve as President of the Board since July 05.

I have attended many conferences concerning individuals with cognitive and developmental disabilities including The Arc US conference for leadership this past year. I testified last year on quality bills before the House and Senate that affect our constituency. I served as The Arc of Maryland representative on a committee to assist the Office of Health Care Quality to prioritize incidents of abuse and neglect. I participated this January in a focus group to discuss my concerns about institutions and the need for closing them at the invitation of The Arc of Maryland. I have served this past year on The Arc Maryland’s Governmental Affairs committee. 

Andrea Walbrook (bio not available)
Philip Weintraub (bio not available)
