Letter to the Editor

Maryland #1 in Wealth; 

Close to the Bottom In Developmental Disabilities Spending

Two noteworthy items of startling contrast came out this summer. First, Maryland is now the wealthiest state in the nation! Second, the State of Maryland released its latest figures for the Developmental Disabilities Community Services Waiting List – nearly 16,400 children and adults with developmental disabilities and their families. They are waiting for one of three basic services – residential; day habilitation and employment programs; and in-home family and individual support. Those numbers have grown over 3,000 in just the past three years; 500 people in just the past year. 

Nearly 40% of the individuals and families on the Waiting List are in crisis categories as determined by the state. Every county in Maryland has a person on this waiting list. They include people living with elderly or very ill caregivers, young families struggling to meet the needs of their children, and people with disabilities who – with the right opportunity – will contribute to our communities. 

Now about that wealth factor? A national study ranks Maryland 44th in the country in the amount of money it devotes to services to support persons with developmental disabilities. Only seven states rank lower.

As elected officials contemplate budget cuts and potential new revenues, we urge that the needs of children and adults with developmental disabilities such as cerebral palsy, mental retardation and autism not be forgotten. Let’s not let Maryland’s Waiting List be a national disgrace. 
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