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December 2006

Contact Governor-Elect About Waiting List
The Governor’s proposed State Budget for the year ahead will be released in mid-January 2007. Now is the time to contact the Governor-Elect as he and his transition team develop the budget – including consideration of the Waiting List and needs of people with disabilities.

We know this is an especially busy time of year, but please take the time to do one of three things:

1. Write a letter to Governor-elect O’Malley about the need for Waiting List funding and the needs of you or your family member,

2. Sign and mail the attached letter and add a personal note,

3. Simply sign and mail the attached letter.

Please don’t delay. We hate to use a cliché’, but it is true that “the squeaky wheel gets the oil.” We need to be the loudest voice in Annapolis. All your voices need to be heard. 

Thank you for your dedication and advocacy.

Sincerely,

Beth Munro

Waiting List Campaign Coordinator

egmunro@aol.com
Beth Greenland, Parent



Carol Freed Mitz, Parent

Waiting List Campaign Steering Committee

The Honorable O’Malley

Governor-Elect

State House

Annapolis, MD 21401

The Honorable Anthony Brown

Lieutenant Governor - Elect

State House

Annapolis, MD. 21401

Subject: Developmental Disabilities Administration Community Services Waiting List

Dear Governor O’Malley and Lieutenant Governor Brown:

I am writing you as a family member of a person with developmental disabilities to tell you about a critical issue that touches my life and many others in Maryland.  There are 16,000 people on the Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) Community Services Waiting List, including my 

child. We are waiting for Community Services such as residential, day habilitation, employment, family and individual supports. 


In Maryland, 41% of all citizens who needed DDA community services are at the Crisis level. This means that caring for our family member puts such a strain on our families, physically, emotionally, and financially, that the State has said we are in crisis. No family can manage a crisis for very long.   But even those of us with Crisis Status (as determined by DDA) must sit on the waiting list for years, or until parents die.  The waiting list is so long because the funding for Community Services comes nowhere close to meeting the need.  

Maryland is the third wealthiest state in the nation, yet it is 44th in funding for individuals with developmental disabilities (based on 2004 data). Maryland is seen as a progressive leader in many areas in disability policy; yet its total fiscal effort and funding commitment is below that of Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Texas when it comes to people with developmental disabilities.  

We need a dramatic increase in the DDA budget now.  My families - and families from every county in Maryland - are quietly and desperately waiting for help. We want our family members to be part of our communities, not locked away at home or in an institution.  We want them to work in jobs that contribute to society.  We want them to live in homes with their peers in the community and participate in community activities like everyone else.  We need support, we need services, and our sons and daughters need opportunities. 

We are depending on the new Administration to respond to our needs. We are asking for a multi-year Waiting List Initiative (similar to the level of commitment provided by the Administration in 1998 - 2002).  Funding in FY 2008 to serve 20% of the needs of people on the Community Services Waiting List is needed for the first year of the initiative. 

Sixteen thousand people who have spent their lives battling a disability are on the Community Services Waiting List -- waiting for you.

Sincerely,
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