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PUBLIC POLICY

LEGISLATIVE SESSION [:A&11-
NUMBERS

With Maryland's 2023 Legislative Session functioning
hybrid in-person and virtual, our Public Policy Team
pivoted to stay at the forefront of disability-related
legislation.
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Bills
Tracked

Through weekly meetings with our Governmental Affairs
Committee, constant communications with advocates,
providers, partnering organizations, and legislators, we
successfully advanced several pieces of legislation to
benefit Marylanders with IDD and their families!

PASSED LEGISLATION

Medicaid Waiver Programs — Waitlist and Registry Reduction (End the Wait Act)
SB0622/HB1149 | Support with Amendment

This bill clarifies intentions of the 2022 “End the Wait Act”. Amendments clarify how
funding in the dedicated purpose account may be used to fund new community services
and also how some funds may also be used to address provider capacity issues.

Special Education - Judicial Actions - Serving Every Region Through Vocational Exploration

Attorney's Fees and Related Costs (SERVE) Act of 2023

HB1237 | Support SB0551 | Support with Amendment

This bill authorizes a court to award reasonable This establishes a paid Service Year Option Program for

attorney's fees and related costs to the parent of a students exiting high school.

child with a disability who is the prevailing party in a

special education proceeding. Amendments (that The Arc Maryland and fellow members of
the DD Coalition requested) were added to the bill to allow

Expert witness fees can costs families thousands students exiting school with a Certificate of Completion to

of dollars out of pocket, and are currently participate. Another amendment will ensure that reasonable

unrecoverable under state law. This bill has failed accommodations will be made for students who cannot meet

in previous legislative sessions, and we credit the the minimum work hours requirement due to their disability.

momentum and success this year to new delegate
Aaron Kaufman'’s tenacity as well as grassroots
advocacy to drive the bill home. The passage of
this bill (now law!) creates a more equitable legal
arena in special education cases for families in
Maryland.

2023
Legislative
. WrapUp

i
:ﬁ Theﬁrc



RATES, REGULATORY AUDITS AND THE END OF
APPENDIX K

Many Marylanders with IDD and their families have relied on waiver flexibilities for their
services, which The Arc Maryland and our DD Coalition partners worked to influence and
thereafter, have worked to thoughtfully unwind. Through regular meetings with Maryland
Department of Health leadership, The Arc Maryland continues to connect the concerns of
the community to key decision-makers, trouble-shoot issues, and develop/share solutions.
Our advocacy and work with our valued partners has resulted in increased awareness of the ¢
needs of our community, additional funding for community services and supports, and
positive changes to the DDA HCBS Waivers.

One of the best days of the year for advocates to build
and strengthen relationships with legislators is
Calendar Day! This year, over 100 advocates joined
us online for Advocacy Training sessions to enhance
their communications with legislators before meeting
virtually with their representatives. The Arc
organizations then hand-delivered each of Maryland's
188 legislators The Arc calendar featuring the stories of
individuals supported by local chapters of The Arc in
Maryland.

i ¥ 3 connected with
~ ’ The Arc at the
beginning of

Leglslqtors Session 2023

On February 22, 2023, people with IDD, their families, Direct Support Professionals, levelopmental Dlsabl'i""«‘s Day
. o . . V=Tt the Legislature
provider organization employees, and legislators across the state built the
foundations for a better future during Developmental Disabilities Day at the :
Legislature! Over 600 advocates joined together in person with thousands more on
Facebook and youtube to learn about priorities of the disability community for
Maryland's 2023 Legislative Session, share tips on effective advocacy, and get
energized to meet with their representatives to discuss issues that matter to them!




SIGNATURE
PROGRAMS

Creating a fully inclusive world starts with our youth! The “Together We're
Better” (TWB) inclusive education campaign exists to raise awareness and
increase acceptance of all students, including those with disabilities.
During the 2022-2023 school year, The Arc Maryland hosted several in-
person and virtual school assemblies reaching over 3,500 students in the
state, and increase of over 1000 students from School Year 2021-22.

Submit Your Artwork by January 6, 20;

Students explore what it means to be kind, promote belonging,
and include others in all aspects of the school day. They have
exposure to assistive technology that some students use and
different ways fellow students may communicate. The TWB
program provides students and educators with engaging
experiences designed to break down barriers and reshape
conceptions -- promoting inclusion for everyone.

In the 2022-2023 School Year, we held our first
Adaptive Gaming Event with High School
students in collaboration with Best Buddies, and
added additional Middle School assemblies to
our "Inclusive Schools" reach!

The Arc.

As the largest developmental disability provider
network in Maryland, we ensure that employees
across the state's chapters of The Arc are ready to
lead us into the future through MCE Leadership: The
Arc! Starting in 2004 and every year since then, up-
and-coming leaders build upon their skills, explore the
inner workings of The Arc, and improve their ability to
lead organizations to truly serve Marylanders with
IDD and their families through the year-long course.
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PARTNERS IN POLICYMAKING®

The Arc Maryland inspires Marylanders to build foundations of their own through Partners in
Policymaking®, an initiative now in it's 5th year since returning to Maryland after a 10 year
hiatus. To date, 543 Partners have graduated from this program and have gone on to impact
change on the local, state, and national levels. Each class takes a year long journey of
learning the interworkings of government and policy, and refine their skills to advocate.

"Partners helps me practice how to say
what | want. It teaches us how to be
independent, and also teaches skills
that help me reach my goals"

Pictured here are Partners in g —

Partnersin

Policymaking 2023 Class
members in DC, and 2022

- i Graduate Elise Horne
Nelson Cropper, 2022 Partners Graduate i B (Charles County)

Graduates Paving the Way for Change Pictured to the left are the members of the 2022 and 2023
Partners in Policymaking Classes. In 2022, parents of
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities
represented two thirds of the class and people with IDD
represented a third of class members. There were a total of
22 capstone projects presented - all setting the foundation for

People with intellectual and developmental disabilities need to understand
advocacy and have a chance to demonstrate it. It is important to educate the
next generation who will be in charge of carrying the movement forward."

-Aileen O'Hare, Former Empowering Partners Facilitator

Empowering Partners exists to grow and strengthen self-advocacy groups across Maryland.
Empowering Partners began as a pilot in June 2021 as an outgrowth of the Partners in Policymaking®
program. With guidance and funding support from both The Arc Maryland and the Maryland
Developmental Disabilities Council, and programatic support from local chapters of The Arc and People
on the Go of Maryland, self-advocate facilitators are leading their own self-advocacy groups and
empowering their group members to be more effective advocates on local, state, and national levels.

Education
&

Knowledge
Sharing Community

To date, Empowering Partners has assisted with the reemergence of 7 self- * '“"°"’§me“t

advocacy groups across Maryland, with 2 more on the horizon! The Arc o Engagement
Maryland currently employs 5 facilitators with IDD to lead their groups.
More than 65 total self-advocates are regularly attend their local groups and
attendance/participation is growing.

This project is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $1201,464 with 100%
funding by ACL/HHS. The contents are those of the author (s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.



EVENTS

STATEWIDE CONVENTION 2022

Each year, Marylanders with IDD, family members, support staff, and provider
organizations join together to strengthen the community at The Arc Maryland
Statewide Convention! In 2022, over 250 attendees learned about

as we made our return to Ellicott City for the in-person event.

Breakout Sessions on:
’* Finding Your Voice
@:E. Health & Lifestyle
QLife in the Community

& Milestones

Respondents Strongly Agreed the
Event had a Positive Impact on the
Lives of People with IDD & Families

Dn|March 21, 2023 JCEFEb.‘

WORI.D DOWN SYNDROME DAY & ‘gﬂ{?ﬂ"&inownSyndi:—onﬁe

ihl's Caleabration & Dapce P
1 S Celepration o \W»

On March 21st, The Arc Maryland and our partners invited advocates with
Down syndrome and their families to celebrate World Down Syndrome Day in
Annapolis! Throughout the afternoon, party goers heard from advocates with
Down syndrome and legislative leaders, had a dance party, and received
proclamations from the House, Senate, and Governor declaring March 21st
World Down Syndrome Day in Maryland once again!

Prior to the celebration, legislators were each given a copy of our
publication, I Am, which highlighted seven Marylanders who exemplify
the many ways that people with Down syndrome thrive in the community
through work, education, hobbies, and more. They also received socks,

a WDSD tradition!




FY 2022-23 DONORS AND
SUSTAINERS

A\

The Arc

Alco Pharmacy
Alisha Stockton
Amazon Smile
American Door
America’'s Charities
AMKE Robert Fulton, LLC
Ande and Marc Kolp
Andrew Kelly

Andrew Salatto
Athletes Serving Athletes
Babar Nawaz

Barbara Lampe (in honor
of Lampe family)
Barbara Mason

Bea Rodgers

Bette Mobley

Bill Oliver

Brian Cullom

Brian and Vivian Stone
Brown and Brown

C.E.A Scholtes & Assoc.
Carol Beatty

Carol Rubenstein
Catherine A Raggio
Cheryl Geske
Christopher Nemarich
Citizens for Douglas JJ
Peters

Clarke Ross

Comcast

Community Advocates 4
You, Inc.

Coni Nepomuceno
Coordinating Center
Cristy Marchand
Crystal and Keith
MacAllum

Crystal Stephens

Daria Cervantes
Deanne Knapp
Deborah Mark

Note: This list does not include donors added after 3/1/23

Denise Herndon
Developmental Disabilities
Council

Developmental Disabilities
Administration

Diane McComb

Diane L. Wilson

Donna Depamphilis

Down Syndrome Association

of Southern MD
Easter Seals

Eileen Fleck

Elaine Vaurio
Elizabeth Ross
Evolve & Effect, LLC
Fariborz Zarfeshan
Gary Robey

Guy Caruso, Ph.D.
Guy Stephens

Guy Yates

Heidi Ortmeyer
James Allen
James Seaton
Janaki Kannan
Janet Walthall
Jason Weisberg
Jennifer Bishop
Jennifer Briemann
John Monroe
John S. Gloss
Joshua Flax

Joyce Lipman
Judy Volkman
Julie Miller
Jung-Ho Youn
Justin Valenti
Kandace Hoppin
Karol Rubenstein
Kelsea Magaraci
Ken and Dorothy Plantz
Kim Tart

Knights of Columbus

Komarow Financial
Planning

Laura Carr

Laura Hatcher

Letitia Bohner

Lisa Schumaker

Lori Scott

Luc Chausse

Lynn Wilkinson

Mark J. Finley

Mark F. Wurzbacher
Martin Freedman
Maryland Department of
Disabilities

Maryland Relay
Maryland State Dept. of
Education

Maryland Works Inc
Maryland ASPE
Matthew Price

Megan Collins

Melinda Cornett-Shifflett
Melony Griffith
Melwood Horticultural
Training Center

Merrill Lynch, Plerce, Fenner

& Smith

Michael Gresalfi
Michael Norris

Michelle Appel

Michelle Weiner

Miller Family Charity
Mindy Morrel

Mischelle Vanreusel
Mohamed Agebein
Mullen Sondberg Wimbish
and Stone CPAs

My Life Learning Center
Omar Ebeid
Pathfinders for Autism

Patti Saylor
Patrick Linnehan

Maryland

Paula Parsons

Peter McGraw

Philip Weintraub
People On the Go of MD
Peter Abeyesundere
Puthita Wacharasin
Rannieta Torres
Raymond Marshall, Esq.
Richard and Carol Dean
Robert Holder, CPA
Robert Morris

Roman Catholic AOW
Ronald Nowaczyk
Ronald Swerczek

Ruth Kolp

Ruth Yodaiken

Sandra Miles

SDAN

Shana Bynon

Sharon and Kevin Dols
Shelley Dane

Spirit Club

Sue Rattman

Susan Hurley
Stephanie Katz

Tasha Howland

Terri L. Hill, M.D.

The Estate of Ernest
Memphis

Therap Services LLC
Therese Hessler
Therese Thiedeman
Timothy Frye

Timothy Shamka

Toni Pollin

Tracey Eberhardt

Troy Van Scoyoc
Twinsis

Tyler Abbott

Virginia Colten Bradley
Wal-Mart

William Crockett

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lori Scott Mohamed Agabein
President, Howard County Montgomery County

STAFF

Sharon Dols
Director of Operations &
Strategic Development

Kathleen Durkin
Representing MCE Leadership,
Washington County

Natalie Dohner
Project Manager
Guy Stephens

Vice President, Calvert County

,?c‘,’\,ﬂg,tg‘ Xoﬁ,'r‘,’{y‘tz Crystal Stephens and Matthew
Plantz
Representing People On the Go,

Baltimore County and Howard County

Coni Nepomuceno

Luc Chausse Project Manager

Director of
Communication and
Engagement

William Oliver

A Dr. Michael Gresalfi
Treasurer, Baltimore County

Washington County

Kim Tart

) . Justin Valenti
Secretcry, Prince Georges County

Montgomery County

Ray Marshall
Immediate Past President,
Baltimore County

Anthony Zanfordino IV

Prince Gebrge's County Ande Kolp, Executive Director



Contact Us

®© 410-571-9320
/ @& www.TheArcMD.org
& Info@TheArcMD.org
8601 Robert Fulton Drive, Suite 140
‘ Columbia, MD 21046

The Arc. Follow Us

Ma ryl and www.Facebook.com/TheArcMD

www.Facebook.com/TheArcMDEnEspanol
® @TheArcMD
@@ Linkedin.com/Company/The-Arc-Maryland

Find Your Local Chapter

The Arc Baltimore

www.TheArcBaltimore.org
Serving Baltimore City & County

The Arc Carroll County

www.ArcCarroll.org
Serving Carroll County

The Arc Central Chesapeake Region

www.TheArcCCR.org
Serving Anne Arundel, Caroline, Dorchester, Kent, Queen
Anne's, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico, & Worcester County

The Arc of Frederick County

www.ArcFC.org
Serving Frederick County

The Arc Howard County The Arc Montgomery County
www.ArcHoward.org www.TheArcMontgomeryCounty.org
Serving Howard County Serving Montgomery County

The Arc Northern Chesapeake Region The Arc Prince George's County

www.ArcNCR.org www.TheArcOfPGC.org
Serving Harford & Cecil County Serving Prince George's County

The Arc Washington County

www.ArcWC-MD.org
Serving Washington County &
Outreach in Allegany County

The Arc Southern Maryland

www.ArcSOMD.org
Serving Calvert, Charles, & St. Mary's County




